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July 10, 2016 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 105 

Gospel LK 10:25-37 

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test him and said, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus 

said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read it?" He said in reply, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with 

all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself."He 

replied to him, "You have answered correctly; do this and you will live." But because he wished to justify himself, he said 

to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho.  They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.  A priest happened to be going down that road, 

but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.  Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he 

passed by on the opposite side.  But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight.  

He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.  Then he lifted him up on his own 

animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper 

with the instruction, 'Take care of him.  If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.' 

Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"  He answered, "The one who treated him 

with mercy."  Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."  

Spiritual Reflection: 

 Another rich example of the intertwining of the testaments can be found on the colored window telling the twin 

stories of the Fall and Redemption and the Good Samaritan.  By weaving the two accounts together, the artist compels 

us to read them in unison.   Through sin, we human beings fell from grace and lost our likeness to God, becoming like 

the man in Jesus’ parable who fell in with robbers on the road to Jericho and was left beaten and half-dead by the side 

of the road.  The law the temple, the theocratic institutions of Israel could not save us, just as the priest and the Levite 

fail the wounded man in Jesus’ story.  Finally there came to us a stranger, sharing our nature but also transcending it, 

one of us but also the totally Other, who had compassion on us in our helplessness and deigned to carry our burden for 

us and to pay our debt of sin.  So the Good Samaritan—a half-breed, familiar and strange—had compassion on the dying 

man and lifted him on his beast of burden, carrying him to an inn, nursing him, and promising to pay for him.  This bold 

and unabashed juxtaposition of Old Testament and New, of parable and doctrine, of Christ and Adam is characteristically 

medieval.  Since the entire Bible flows ultimately from the same source, every word throws light on every other word. – 

Bishop Robert Barron Heaven in Stone and Glass 

Spiritual Question 

1.  How does Jesus fit the role of the Good Samaritan? 

2.  How does the Church fit the role of the inn keeper?  

3.  Why does the person refer to the Samaritan as “the one who treated him with mercy” instead of simply answering 

the “Samaritan?” 

4.  Who has wounded you? 

5. Have you thanked God for saving you? 

 


